INTRODUCTION

41
Human intestines and biliary ducts can host a wide range of saprophytic and 42 parasitic organisms. Some of the latter may turn out to be pathogenic, causing intestinal 43 parasitoses. The main mode of transmission of such diseases is the faecal-oral route.
44
Despite the significant improvement in terms of hygienic conditions and the subsequent 45 decrease in their incidence, these pathologies should not be relegated to the 46 background. In fact, they still constitute a major public health problem in many 47 developing countries, leading to a noticeable morbimortality and a negative impact on 48 their economy (1) .
49
Since symptoms are not specific, the diagnosis of intestinal parasitoses cannot be 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
73
Stool examination procedure
74
This prospective study encompassed 236 faecal specimens coming from outpatients, 75 inpatients, or non-permanent resident students in Tunisia.
76
A direct wet smear was performed by spreading a small amount of the sample with 77 a drop of physiological serum before applying a coverslip. The whole smear thus 78 obtained was examined with the low-power objective (10x), while the high-power 79 objective (40x) was used to observe selected fields (2) . The evaluated concentration decanting the supernatant, a few drops of the sediment were deposited on a 108 microscope slide and overlaid with a coverslip for microscopic examination (6).
109
Statistical analysis
110
We compared the concentration techniques' performances in identifying faecal 
RESULTS
117
Of the 236 faecal specimens included in our study, intestinal parasites were detected choice was motivated by the fact that these concentration methods are the most 159 frequently used in parasitology laboratories in developing countries (3).
160
As for parasite recovery, concentration techniques were more efficient than the 161 direct wet smear for identifying protozoan cysts and helminth ova, this performance 162 being the reason why the use of these techniques is mandatory in routine stool This study did also demonstrate a distinctive superiority of biphasic techniques over 180 Willis' method for routine stool examination, since the latter proved to be more 
